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With roads bringing access to markets, tribal
raiding and warfare will automatically cease to exist,
and with it the excuse that there are places m the
world where the bombing of villages is either
necessary or justifiable."
Captain Mumford has written about things that
he knew at first hand. Another eye-witness of what
happened in Frontier warfare gave me his evidence
concerning a further aspect of Frontier military
defence which had struck his notice. He had been
for more than twenty years (so he told me) in the
Frontier Police, and from that angle had been able
to study the whole situation. He condemned very
strongly indeed the continued use of the Frontier
borderland as a training ground for large armies,
which appeared always to be threatening the tribes.
This formed, he said, a perpetual irritant to the
tribesmen, because they felt as if they were always
on the point of being attacked. The war passion
was stirred in their blood and they became restless
and impatient. There was also the temptation to
purloin rifles, which at times became too strong for
them. "We continue to use,'* he wrote to me, "the
Frontier as a recruiting area and training ground
for large armies, while pursuing in a half-hearted
manner a policy of settlement and pacification. The
Frontier tribes are being trained by us in arms and
they acquire arms at our expense. They live in an
area studded with cantonments and forts: the sounds
of machine-gun and rifle practice, bugles and
parades are continually heard."